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Dean’s welcome
Eötvös Loránd University (ELTE) is a pioneering
Hungarian public research university based
in Budapest. Founded in 1635, it is one of the
culturally richest and the most prestigious
institutions of Hungarian higher education.
The University boasts five Nobel laureates, as
well as winners of the Wolf Prize, the Fulkerson
Prize and the Abel Prize. ELTE comprises eight
faculties, located in various parts of Budapest,
including the scenic banks of the Danube.
The Faculty of Humanities is the oldest and
most comprehensive faculty of its kind in the
country. During its more than 380 years of
history, it has gained an outstanding reputation
internationally, which is also demonstrated in
the faculty rankings. It has been Hungary’s

number one university faculty for almost
ten years. It has also performed particularly
well in the Arts and Humanities, especially in
Archaeology, Linguistics, English Language and
Literature, and Modern Languages in the QS
World University Rankings.
Our faculty offers a dynamic and vibrant
study environment, intended to inspire
the next generation of global citizens.
Internationalization is a strategic aim of
the faculty, so we provide opportunities
for students to take part in our professors’
international research projects, to study
abroad, to learn foreign languages and to
combine their academic studies with work
experience through placements and internships.
We strive to be a truly “international faculty.”
Currently we have approximately 500
international students, representing over
60 different nations on campus – so we
can be considered a real global community.
Almost 200 of these students study here with
Stipendium Hungaricum Scholarships. There
are also hundreds of students who come here
through exchange programmes, or who study
abroad within the framework of the Erasmus
exchange programme, the Visegrád Fund,
Campus Mundi, CEEPUS or bilateral agreements.
The faculty has active agreements with over
200 Erasmus+ partner institutions in 30
different countries.
Whether you are considering an undergraduate
major, a Master of Arts degree or a PhD, or
a foundation course in English, German or
Hungarian, you will find many of your questions
answered on our website (btk.elte.hu/en/).
Our educational vision in the new millennium
extends well beyond the gates of our
campuses: we recognise that no duty can
be more important than that of using our
resources to teach young people, be it on a local
or a global level. We are genuinely and seriously
committed to this goal.
We offer about 40 study programmes, from
pre-university foundation courses through BA
and MA to the PhD level, where we offer more
than 70 programmes. Our aim is to equip our
students with the skills and competences they

need to become global citizens and succeed
in the international job market. In a world
which is ever more interlinked and globalized,
we are constantly faced with local and global
challenges. We therefore intend to train global
citizens, with the necessary global competences
to deal with local, global and intercultural
issues and engage in appropriate interactions
with people from different cultures. We teach
the largest number of languages and their
respective cultures in Europe, altogether 70
languages.
Most foreign students join our English
foundation course, the English and American
BA, or the Film Studies MA programme. The
English Foundation Course is for students
who wish to study at ELTE or another
European university, but do not yet have
the necessary language and study skills
to start a BA programme. We also have a
Hungarian Foundation Course, designed to
enable participants to pursue an academic or
professional life in Hungary.
We offer BA programmes in English and
American studies, in Romance Philology and
Cultures (where students can specialize in
French, Italian, Portuguese, Spanish, and
Romanian). We also offer a BA in Germanic
studies, where students can focus on German,
Scandinavian, or Netherlandistic studies. And, of
course, we advertise a BA in Hungarian studies.
These programmes are for those who wish to
develop their competence in the respective
languages and in inter-cultural communication
in a scholarly or business environment.
Students also learn the foundations of critical
thinking and practical research.
For those who wish to further enhance their
knowledge in these fields, we offer 2-year
MA programmes in almost 20 different
fields, including modern languages, but
also specialist areas such as Assyriology,
Cultural Heritage, Indology, Semiotics, Logic
and Theory of Science, or Film studies. Our
programmes have a strong theoretical base
but also offer small-group, practice-oriented
seminars which provide opportunities for
interaction, cooperation, project work and for

creating personal contacts with the teachers.
International students interested in studying
to become English language teachers can join
our new 1-year English language instructor MA
programme.
The faculty’s diverse offering of subjects makes
it a unique doctoral centre in the country and
in the whole of Central Europe. Our 75 PhD
programmes are organised into 4 larger units,
known as Doctoral Schools: the Schools of
History, Philosophy, Linguistics and Literary
Studies.
ELTE’s Faculty of Humanities is also an
excellent place to conduct research. The
faculty actively participates in national and
international collaborations funded by the
European Union or the Hungarian Academy of
Sciences. Talented students may participate in
such projects in cooperation with their tutors.
We are proud to have a major library, with
specialized collections of resources, books and
journals. It is part of the Electronic Information
Service National Programme, which allows
access to a large number of scientific databases.
With students from all over the world, we
have a beautiful, historical, lively and truly
multicultural campus, with excellent public
transport in the heart of Budapest and in
the heart of Central Europe. As many of
our students come from distant places with
different educational backgrounds we provide
plenty of support in adjusting to the learning
environment at ELTE and in Budapest. There is
a very helpful student mentor system in place,
and our institutes and departments, as well
as our teachers and professors, are also very
supportive if students encounter difficulties.
Students and teachers regularly come together to organize cheerful social, sporting and
cultural events and parties to help make
new friends and acquaintances, and to make
integration into this unique new environment
easier. Learn about our people – our gradually
expanding portfolio, our dedicated students,
our renowned faculty, and our incredible global
network of alumni. Our ambition is to become
one of the world’s leading humanities faculties.
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Institutes
School of English and
American Studies
•
•
•
•
•

Department of American Studies
Department of English Studies
Department of English
Applied Linguistics
Department of English Linguistics
Department of English
Language Pedagogy

Institute of Philosophy
•
•
•
•
•

Department of General Philosophy
HAS-ELTE Department of
Theoretical Linguistics
Department of Logic
Department of Ancient
and Medieval Philosophy
Department of Modern and
Contemporary Philosophy

Institute of Germanic Studies
•
•
•
•
•

Department of Netherlandic Studies
Department of German Linguistics
Department of German Applied
Linguistics and Language Teaching
Department of German Literature
Department of Scandinavian
Languages and Literatures

Institute of Ancient and
Classical Studies
•
•
•
•
•

Department of Assyriology
and Hebrew Studies
Department of Egyptology
Greek Department
Latin Department
Department of Religious Studies

Institute of Oriental Studies
•
•
•
•

Institute of East Asian Studies
•
•
•
•
•

Department of Buddhology
and Tibetology
Department of Mongol
and Inner-Asian Studies
Department of Chinese Studies
Department of Korean Studies
Department of Japanese Studies

Institute of Hungarian
Linguistics and FinnoUgric Studies

Institute of Slavonic
and Baltic Philology

•
•

•
•

•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•
•

Department of Archaeometry 		
and Archaeological Methodology
Department of Hungarian Medieval
and Early Modern Archaeology
Department of Classical and
Roman Provincial Archaeology
Department of Prehistoric
and Protohistoric Archaeology

Institute of Library and
Information Science
•
•

Department of Library Science
Department of Information Science

Institute of Romance Studies
•
•
•

Department of French
Language and Literature
Department of Italian 		
Language and Literature
Department of Portuguese
Language and Literature

Department of Romanian Philology
Department of Spanish
Language and Literature

Department of Applied
Linguistics and Phonetics
Department of Finno-Ugric Studies
Department of Hungarian 		
Historical Linguistics, 			
Sociolinguistics and Dialectology
Department of Modern
Hungarian Linguistics

Institute of Hungarian
Literature and Cultural Studies

Institute of Archaeological
Sciences

•
•
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Department of Indian Studies
Department of Iranian Studies
Department of Semitic
and Arabic Studies
Department of Turkic Studies

•

Department of Modern
Hungarian Literature
Department of Comparative
Literary Studies
Department of Early 		
Hungarian Literature
Department of Classical
Hungarian Literature

Institute of Historical Studies
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Atelier, European Social Science
and Historiography Department
Department of Economic
and Social History
Department of Eastern 		
and Central European History
and Historical Russistics
Department of Medieval History
Department of Early Modern History
Department of Cultural History
Department of Ancient History
Department for the Auxiliary
Sciences of History
Department of Modern and
Contemporary History
Department of Modern and 		
Contemporary Hungarian History

•
•

Department of Polish Studies
Department of Russian
Language and Literature
Department of Slavonic Studies
Department of Ukrainian Studies

Institute of Ethnography
and Folklore
•
•

Department of Folklore
Department of Material Ethnography

Institute for Theory of
Art and Media Studies
•
•
•

Department of Aesthetics
Department of Film Studies
Department of Media 		
and Communication

Institute of Art History
Institute of Language Mediation
•
•

Department of Translation
and Interpreting
Department of Hungarian
as a Foreign Language

Institute of Arts
Communication and Music
•
•

Department of Music Culture
Department of Music Interpretation
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English Foundation
Course
The English Foundation Course has been
designed for students who are already at a
CEFR A2 level in English and wish to study
at ELTE or another European university,
but do not yet have the necessary level
of language proficiency or study skills
to pursue a BA degree programme.
With a minimum of 800 contact hours
guaranteed, the English Preparatory Year
can bring you up to speed in as little as
two semesters.

Language improvement

This is the core element of the programme,
with a general course in language
improvement, focusing on the basic
skills of speaking, writing, listening and
reading. To prepare you to use English for
study purposes, there are also specialised
courses in the accurate use of English
grammar and vocabulary, as well as
academic reading and writing, and classes
on the presentation and discussion skills
needed for participation in seminars.

Study skills

Our teachers are there to help you, but you
need to develop independent study skills
for your future academic and professional
career. You will attend courses designed
to improve your ability to work on your
own, with skills such as setting goals,
managing time and monitoring progress.
Your teachers will also set assignments
to be completed through individual study
and advise you about available resources.
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Cultural studies

It is impossible to use a language without
understanding the culture that surrounds
it. The programme includes courses on the
major English-speaking cultures on the
British Isles and North America. Other
courses cover aspects of European culture
in general, as well as the culture of your
host country, Hungary.

Goals

Students should be able to pass the
CEFR B2 level language proficiency exam
offered by the University at the end of
the academic year. Passing the exam will
gain students admission to ELTE’s English
or American Studies BA programmes, and
programmes in other subjects taught
in English. They may be admitted into
another higher education institution of
their choice in Hungary or the European
Union depending on the language
requirements of the other institution.

German Foundation
Course
The German Foundation Course
(Preparatory Year) has been designed for
students who wish to study at ELTE or
another European university, but do not
yet have the necessary level of language
competence and study skills to start
a degree program in German language.
If you take it seriously, the course can
bring you up to speed in as little as two
semesters.
The aim of the program is to provide
a gateway for students to German
speaking European education, where
a g o o d co m m a n d o f k n ow l e d g e
is required. The program equips students
with the basic linguistic, cultural and study
skills necessary for beginning degree
studies at a European university.

Strength of program
Language improvement is the core
element of the program, with a general
course in language improvement, focusing
on the basic skills of speaking, writing,
listening and reading. To prepare you to
use German for study purposes, there are
also specialized courses in the accurate
use of German grammar and vocabulary,
as well as academic reading and writing,
and classes on the presentation and
discussion skills needed for participation
in seminars.

Programme details

Duration of programme: 1 year (2 semesters)
Application deadline: 30 June/ 1 December
Language of instruction: German
Starting date: September/February
Department:
Department of International Affairs

Our English language proficiency
test score requirements are as
follows:
TOEFL PBT (Paper-based test): 453 – 497
TOEFL IBT (Internet-based test): 64 – 95
IELTS: 5.5

Programme details

Duration of programme: 1 year (2 semesters)
Application deadline: 30 June/ 1 December
Language of instruction: English
Starting date: September/February
Department:
Department of International Affairs
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Hungarian
Foundation
Course
Specialising in Hungarian language
teaching for foreigners, the National
Centre for Hungarian offers cutting-edge
programmes to anyone interested in the
Hungarian language and culture. The
Hungarian General Language programme
is the ideal way to jumpstart your future
academic or professional life in Hungary.

First semester intensive course

The course aims to equip students with
the tools needed to successfully manage
communicational situations arising in
the target language environment, and to
understand factual texts containing the
basic structures of the language, in both
reading and writing.

Second semester
intensive course

The course provides students with the
full formal system of the Hungarian
language. The course subjects, aimed
at developing the various language
skills, now concentrate on areas such as
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independent written compositions and
language use for expressing opinions.
The reading programme gradually
leads from understanding texts with
the help of a dictionary up to the
independent processing of texts. The
latter subjects can be expanded by developing the basic vocabulary according to
the students’ wishes into such areas as
history, literature, sociology, etc.
The language proficiency acquired by
the end of the course allows students to
use the language for specific purposes,
enabling them to continue their university
studies or to use Hungarian as an
intermediary language at work.

Programme details

Duration of programme: 1 year (2 semesters)
Application deadline: 30 June/ 1 December
Language of instruction: English/Hungarian
Starting date: September/February
Department:
Department of International Affairs
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Beyond the
preparatory year
After finishing your Preparatory Year,
you can choose to continue studying at
ELTE to obtain a BA, MA or PhD degree.
At the Faculty of Humanities, we offer the
following programmes:

I. All levels of training: from
preparatory to PhD programmes

I.1 English Studies and English Language
Teaching
• English Foundation Course (General
English)
• English and American Studies BA
• American Studies MA
• English Studies MA
• Instruction of English as a Foreign
Language MA
• Semiotics MA
• PhD in Linguistics, PhD Programme in
- English Linguistics,
- Language Pedagogy and English
Applied Linguistics,
• PhD in Literary Studies, PhD 		
Programme in
- American Studies,
- Modern English and American
Literature and Culture,
- Medieval and Early Modern English
Literature and Culture,
- Gender in English and American
Literature and Culture
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III. Languages and cultures
I.2 Hungarian Studies and Hungarian
Language Teaching
• Intensive Hungarian Foundation Course
Hungarian BA
• PhD in Linguistics, PhD Programme in
- Language Pedagogy and English
Applied Linguistics

II. Graduate schools
•
•
•
•

Film Studies MA
Logic and Theory of Science MA
Philosophy MA
TEMA+ European Territories: Heritage
and Development Erasmus Mundus
Joint Master Degree

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Assyriology MA
German Foundation Course
(General German)
Germanic Studies BA,
Specialised in German Studies
Germanic Studies BA,
Specialised in Netherlandistic Studies
Germanic Studies BA,
Specialised in Scandinavian Studies BA
Neo-Latin Languages and Cultures BA,
Specialized in French Studies
Neo-Latin Languages and Cultures BA,
Specialized in Italian Studies
Neo-Latin Languages and Cultures BA,
Specialized in Portuguese Studies
Neo-Latin Languages and Cultures BA,
Specialized in Romanian Studies
Neo-Latin Languages and Cultures BA,
Specialized in Spanish Studies
Bulgarian Language and Literature MA
Croatian Language and Literature MA
Czech Language and Literature MA
Dutch Language and Culture Studies MA

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

French Language,
Literature and Culture MA
German Language,
Literature and Culture MA
Indology MA
Italian Language,
Literature and Culture MA
Polish Language and Literature MA
Portuguese Language,
Literature and Culture MA
Romanian Language,
Literature and Culture MA
Russian Language and Literature MA
Scandinavian Studies MA
Serbian Language and Literature MA
Slovakian Language and Literature MA
Slovenian Language and Literature MA
Spanish Language,
Literature, and Culture MA
Ukrainian Language and Literature MA
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Doctoral
programmes
The Faculty of Humanities launched its
first doctoral programmes in 1993. We
offer 75 accredited doctoral programmes
in all fields of study within the humanities.
The diversity of the subjects that may
be studied here makes the faculty
a unique doctoral centre in the Central
European region. The PhD programmes
are organised into four doctoral schools.
Students work on their dissertation topic
under the guidance of aa supervisor, an
established member of Hungarian and
international academic life. The doctoral
programmes aim to endow the students
with the research methodology needed
for an academic career, and help develop
their qualities as teacher and researcher.
By fulfilling the publication requirements,
students become part of international
academic life. International agreements
between universities and the diverse
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international academic relations of
supervising teachers provide outstanding
students with the opportunity to partake
in foreign research programmes, or
to complete their doctoral studies in
a so-called Co-tutelle arrangement (double
doctoral degree scheme).
Doctoral schools frequently organise
conferences which serve as an excellent
forum for talented students to present
the results of their independent research,
and to develop the academic skills
indispensable for a future scientist

Doctoral Schools
•
•
•
•

Doctoral School of Literary Studies
Doctoral School of Linguistics
Doctoral School of History
Doctoral School of Philosophy
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Research
ELTE’s Faculty of Humanities is also
a great place to conduct research. The
faculty actively takes part in national
and international collaborations funded
by the European Union or the Hungarian
Academy of Sciences. Talented students
may participate in such projects in
cooperation with their tutors.
The faculty is home to a number of
research centres that have made it their
strategic goal to contribute to preserving
and strengthening the Faculty and ELTE’s
status as a university. The establishment
of the research centres has allowed
the Faculty to put its existing academic
resources to use in an organised manner.
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The Faculty’s line-up of
research centres as follows:
The faculty promotes bi- and multilateral
international educational and research
collaboration with the region’s and the
world’s leading higher education and
research institutions. We strive to become
a leading centre of humanities research
within the Central European region.
The instructors of the faculty’s 18
institutes regularly travel abroad and host
their international colleagues at home.
They regularly organise international
academic conferences and, by sending
their students abroad, ensure that the
future generations of researchers and
instructors receive high-level training with
an international outlook.
Our instructors foster personal working or
consultative relationships with university
tutors and research centre staff from 40
countries, many of whom are involved
in the editorial processes of renowned
international scientific journals.

department-level research centres:
• Budapest Centre for Buddhist Studies
• Central European Research
Centre for Documentation and
Information on CPLP Countries
• Theoretical Linguistics
Department
• Centre for Estonian Education
• Indo-European Linguistics
Research Division
• Contemporary Arabian Centre
• Contemporary Turkic Centre
• Latin American Research Centre
• Research Centre for Mongol Studies
• The Low Countries and Hungary –
Research Centre for Cultural Transfer
• Budapest Research Centre for
Linguistic Theory - BraCeLet
• Scandinavian Cultural Centre
• Centre for the Study of Religion

faculty-level research centres:
• Brazilian Centre
• Centre for Digital Humanities
• Modern India Research Centre
• Methodology Centre
institute-level research centres:
• ‘One Belt, One Road’ Research Centre
• Research Centre for 		
Hungarian Philosophy
• Research centre of the
German Minority in Hungary
• Centre of Postcolonial Studies
• Interdisciplinary Russian Studies
Centre for Research and Methodology
• Centre for Vietnamese
Language and Culture
• Research Centre for Women’s History

Libraries in the
service of research
The library network of the Faculty of
Humanities – comprising the Central
Reading Hall and the individual libraries
of the various institutes – holds 1.2 million
individual documents; a rarity not just in
a domestic, but also in an international
comparison, as only the most reputable
university faculties can boast such
collections.
The faculty’s imposing special collections,
the works of its past professors and
renow ne d a c a demic s , i t s pr i vate
libraries, museum pieces (globally unique
incunabula, manuscripts and records),
its own periodicals (scientific journals,
almanacs), doctoral dissertations, nontraditional documents (score sheets,
photos) are indisputable treasures of
Hungary’s cultural heritage.
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Many of the faculty’s collections also
function as national reference libraries.
In addition to providing traditional library
services, the library network also helps
enhance research and education at the
faculty by providing access to the major
humanities and social sciences article
databases like JSTOR or ERIC.

Stipendium
Hungaricum
Scholarship
Programme
Hungarian universities and colleges attract
thousands of international applicants
each year. The number of Stipendium
Hungaricum applicants as well as the
number of available scholarship places
are continuously on the rise. In the
2018/2019 round of applications, more
than 4,100 scholarships were awarded. In
the 2019/2020 academic year, more than
5,000 students will begin their studies
in Hungary within the framework of the
Stipendium Hungaricum Programme.

The programme is based on bilateral
educational cooperation agreements
signed between the ministries responsible
for education in the sending countries/
territories and Hungary or between
institutions. Currently around 70 Sending
Partners are engaged in the programme
throughout 5 different continents and the
geographical scope of the programme
is spreading each year.
For more information, visit:
ht tp://s tudyinhungar y.hu/s tudy-inhungary/menu/stipendium-hungaricumscholarship-programme
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Talent
managment
Honoratior status

The honoratior status is the highest
level of individual talent management. It
entails taking on an additional minor or
specialisation for a total of 50 credits free
of charge beyond the mandatory minor or
track comprising 180 credits.
In addition, the faculty has established the
Student Excellence Scholarship through
which the Master’s programme student
deemed the most outstanding among
their peers is awarded significant financial
support with a view to enhancing their
academic activities and professional
advancement.
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Scientific Students’ Associations

All scientific branches taught at the
faculty have their own Scientific Students’
Associations (in Hungarian, briefly TDK),
which provide an organised framework for
students’ individual and group research
activities. These associations give talented
students the chance to conduct far more
in-depth research activities than within
their regular university studies and write
and debate research papers under the
supervision of teachers specialising in
the given field. Students who put together
the best papers get to take part in the
biennial National Conference of Scientific
Students’ Associations. The best papers
are published in the faculty’s publications
and scientific journals, helping their
authors gain admission to a doctoral
programme and to eventually become
recognised figures in academic life.

Colleges for advanced studies

The oldest college for advanced studies
is Eötvös József Collegium founded in
1895, whose history is closely tied to that
of the faculty. Talented students can get
here the chance to immerse themselves
in the research of a field of their choosing
beyond their university studies.

Tutoring

Tutoring gives students a chance to take
part in one-on-one study sessions with
an instructor of their choosing, allowing
for a more intensive and immersive
exploration of the given subject matter.
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